New Retail Campaign Toolkit ~ for immediate use.
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25th  July 2011
~ TIME IS RUNNING OUT ~
DECISIONS ON HIGH POTENCY SUPPLEMENTS CANNOT BE DELAYED MUCH LONGER
Please keep up the pressure on your Members of Parliament and Members of the European Parliament
Thank you for all your help with our campaign to keep supplements available.  By your prompt actions we managed to rapidly ensure that the new Parliament, new MPs and new Ministers were aware of our S-O-S campaign to block the now imminent threat by the European Union to ban hundreds of higher potency vitamin and mineral supplements.  Please, we urgently need all retailers to take further action over the summer to ensure that the issue remains on the agenda for local Member of Parliament (MP) and your local Members of the European Parliament (MEPs).
The action we are asking you to take is both simple and effective.  By inviting your local MP or MEP to your store, you can bring them face to face with the threats to your business posed by the banning of higher potency supplements.  You can remind them that most of these products have, been on the market for many years and are accepted as safe by the Food Standards Agency. You can also highlight the damaging impact that restricting information about the health benefits of the products that you sell will have, for yourself and most of all, consumers.
Too many elected representatives remain unaware of the actions that they can take to halt the European Commission’s attempts to over-regulate the health food industry.  We need them to be made aware right now of the threat to your businesses, the actions they can take in the UK and European Parliaments and for them to show their support by putting pressure on John Dalli, the European Health Commissioner.

To make this easy for you this toolkit includes:

1. a draft letter for you to send to your local MP and MEPs, which you should feel free to personalise
2. a copy of the updated CHC Briefing Note which you also may want to enclose
If you don’t know which constituency you are in, or the name of your MP, you can find that information at www.theyworkforyou.com or by telephoning 020 7219 4272.  

If you don’t know which European Regional constituency you are in, or the names and addresses of your MEPs, you can find that information at: http://www.europarl.org.uk/section/your-meps/your-meps.  
Each Region is represented by more than one MEP (between 3 and 10 MEPS depending on the local population). You can write to all the MEPs for your Region, or just pick one from each political party to make it easier, but if you can write to all the ones for your Region that would be tremendous.
For further information: Sue Croft, Director Consumers for Health Choice: Tel: 01769 581612 www.consumersforhealthchoice.com
Draft Letter to send to your local MP/MEP
Name of MP/MEP
Constituency address
DATE

Dear [Salutation]

As a retailer of health foods and supplements in your area, I am writing to invite you to visit our store over the summer to learn more about what we do, the products that we sell and the deep concerns that we have about the impact of certain laws on my business and customers.
There are two issues of concern to us. The first is the threat to the continued availability of higher potency vitamin and mineral supplements which may be banned in the near future by the European Union by way of the Food Supplements Directive. Such a development would seriously damage my business, lead to the closure of around 700 health food stores across Britain and the loss of thousands of retail and manufacturing jobs, as well as unnecessarily restricting consumer choice. 
These figures, the result of a thorough Impact Assessment, are based upon potential estimates for Maximum Permitted Levels that have already been considered in Commission discussions on the setting of Maximum Permitted Levels.  The prospect of a ban on these specialist supplements, which have been permitted onto the UK market by the FSA for decades, is a very real and imminent threat.  This is why this store and hundreds of others are supporting the Save-our-Supplements campaign being run by Consumers for Health Choice (CHC).  
The second issue of concern to us is the Nutrition and Health Claims Regulation. Overall we support the aims of this Regulation, which seeks to ensure that claims made on health food and nutrition products are based on science.  However, it is clear that the body in charge of assessing claims is applying an inappropriate pharmaceutical assessment model to claims on food. This threatens existing claims which have been well accepted on the market for very many years and means that consumers will consequently be denied access to basic information about the health benefits of the products they may wish to purchase. 
Please visit my business so that we can discuss these matters in greater detail.  I believe it is very important that you see what impact these regulatory threats would have on small businesses such as my own, as well as jobs and consumer choice.  
I have enclosed a copy of CHC’s briefing note which explains these issues in more detail.
Please give us your support and help us through these Europe led difficulties.

Thank you for your help and I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Your Name

Name & Address of your Store

Enclosed: CHC Briefing Note

The Food Supplements Directive

The Directive, which became European law in 2002, provides detailed regulation for composition, labelling and marketing of food supplements (currently vitamins and minerals, but with other categories likely to be included in the future). The next stage of the implementation of the legislation will be the setting of maximum permitted levels for vitamins and minerals in supplements.

The Threat

The European Commission will shortly publish proposals for what those maximum permitted levels should be. The Commission is under pressure from other Member States to set much lower levels than those which are currently permitted in the United Kingdom. This risks the loss to the UK market of many hundreds of safe and popular higher potency supplements. 

Robust industry assessments suggest this would substantially impact upon the profitability of specialist manufacturers and risk the loss of 4,000 retail jobs through the closure of 700 independent health food stores, delivering a major blow to the sector, to high streets around the country and to consumer choice. These impact assessments have been confirmed by the FSA, BIS and DEFRA as providing a valuable contribution in assessing the impact upon small business.

Successive Ministers have pledged to work in Europe to maintain consumer choice and avoid the loss of safe and popular products to the UK Market, but there is little evidence that officials of the Food Standards Agency, who negotiate for the UK in Europe, have had much success in persuading other Member States to accept the UK’s lighter touch, more proportionate approach. 

We need a solution to allow:

· The highest possible permitted levels for vitamins and minerals to be set on the basis of safety

· Provision of appropriate information to consumers 

Action Arising

We are asking UK Parliamentarians to encourage the Health Ministers to pursue the UK’s objectives for this legislation much more robustly in Europe than their predecessors did, and, specifically, to intervene at political level with the Commission and other Member States to promote a more proportionate approach to the interpretation of the legislation.

We are asking European Parliamentarians to write to the relevant Commissioner, John Dalli, requesting that he ensures that safe and popular higher potency food supplements remain easily available to consumers. 
Nutrition & Health Claims Regulation

This very wide-ranging Regulation requires the pre-authorisation of all labelling, marketing and advertising health claims relating to food products. The Regulation specified different types of claim involving different approaches to submission and approval. Well accepted claims on the UK market were submitted via the Food Standards Agency (FSA) to the EC.
The Threat
Health food products rely on straightforward, scientifically-substantiated health claims to inform and empower British consumers. The FSA conducted their initial impact assessment on the basis that “most claims” were expected to be authorised on the basis that they were “generally accepted claims”. This has proved to be highly misleading.

There now remains an extraordinary threat that was not foreseen in the text of the Regulation.

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is failing to distinguish between different types of claim and is applying an inappropriate (pharmaceutical rather than food) standard in assessing the scientific evidence submitted for well accepted claims. There is a strong level of unanimity within the scientific community that agrees that the EFSA model is inappropriate. Already EFSA has delivered nearly all its opinions, which indicate that circa 95% of claims are likely to be prohibited with devastating consequences for the food supplement industry and its millions of consumers.

The EU industry commissioned an Impact Assessment from a renowned EU economist to look into the economic impact of the legislation.

The recently published findings confirmed the dire impact of the current approach. It shows that the non-vitamins and minerals section of the EU market for food supplements may decrease in size thereby losing around €242 million p.a. in gross profitability and incurring €291 million of cost penalties. Over 13,000 jobs are forecast to be lost amongst product suppliers, barriers to entry are expected to increase and the viability of many businesses (notably SMEs) will be threatened.  Consumers will also lose out from reduced choice and higher prices, and therefore be driven to unregulated sources of supply.

Action Arising
We are asking UK and European Parliamentarians to intervene urgently in Europe to ensure a detailed review of the Article 13.1 process. 
Further information, Consumers for Health Choice, Southbank House, Black Prince Road, London, SE1 7SJ

020 7463 0690

www.consumersforhealthchoice.com 
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